
Supervisor Romaine and Councilwoman Cartright Visit Old Field Club and Farm,
Newly Listed on National Register of Historic Places
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Farmingville, NY – O n March 9 , Supervisor Ed Romaine and C ounc ilwoman V alerie M . C artright vis ited the O ld Field
C lub and Farm in Eas t  Setauket  to  recognize  with a  proc lamation their lis ting on the  National  Regis ter of H is toric
P laces . P ic tured left to right at the O ld Field Farm are Suffolk C ounty Legis lator Kara Hahn, O ld Field C lub member
Kerri  Glyn,  Town  H is torian  Barbara  Russell,  O ld  Field  Farm  Founder  and  P res ident  Sally  Lynch,  C ounc ilwoman
C artright and Supervisor Romaine.

The  O ld  Field  Farm  is  an  his toric  Long  Is land  show  grounds  with  a  long  eques trian  tradition.  Long  Is land
philanthropis t  Ward  Melville  built  the  farm  in  1931.  He  commiss ioned  architec t  Richard  Haviland  Smythe
(1899-1965) to c reate a unique eques trian fac ility located on a dis tinc tive waterfront setting on Long Is land’s  North
Shore. The s table complex is  composed of a main barn and courtyard, numerous  free s tanding s tables  and a large, old
fashioned  wooden grands tand, all  des igned  in  the  C olonial  Revival  s tyle. I t  is  located  on 13  scenic  ac res  in  the
his toric  Three V illage area adjoining 88  ac res  of protec ted wetlands  overlooking Long Is land Sound on the north and
the West Meadow C reek wetlands  to the south, an area which has  been des ignated “outs tanding natural coas tal area”
(O NC A ) by New York State.

The  O ld Field C lub was  built  by  the  Melville  family  in 1929  to  be  used as  a  swim c lub. I t  later became a  private
tennis  and beach c lub  and today  it  is  a  popular catering  fac ility. Ward  Melville  founded the  c lub  as  an additional
amenity for new owners  within the neighborhood and previous  res idents  alike. The c lubhouse was  built on eight ac res
adjacent to  the  Long Is land Sound and inc luded a  c lub house, tennis  courts , private  sandy  cabana beach, a  newly
built tidal bathing pool and deep waterways  for boating and mooring. Like the farm, the architec t for the c lubhouse and
beach cabanas  was  Richard Haviland Smythe who was  known for his  C olonial Revival des igns .
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